Wildstar Wine Tours
A Taste of France:

Alsace, Burgundy & Jura

A Tour of “Les Plus Beaux
Villages de France”
October 11th-October 19th, 2016

Join your hosts Ryan Wildstar and Ryan O’Connell-Elston for a tour of
Les Plus Beaux Villages de France (the most beautiful villages of France). In 1982, an
independent association was formed in France, aiming to promote small and picturesque
villages of quality and heritage. As of 2015, 155 villages in France had been labelled
“Les Plus Beaux Villages de France.” On our tour, we will visit 4 of these distinguished
villages nestled within the extraordinary regions of Alsace, Jura and Burgundy.

Our tour will begin in Alsace, one of France’s most highly acclaimed regions for its exquisite
cuisine, refined wines and unequaled beauty. With our home base in Riquewihr (one of
Les Plus Beaux Villages de France), we’ll have a chance to tour the famous Alsace wine
route, dine at some of France’s most acclaimed restaurants and visit the amazing villages of
Ribeauvillé, Gunsbach and Eguisheim (also one of Les Plus Beaux Villages de France) as
well as the spectacular city of Colmar.
The second half of our tour will take place in one of France’s best kept secrets, the Jura
region. We’ll set up camp in our magnificent Manor outside of the village of Damparis.
From there, we’ll visit Besançon, the capital of the Franche-Comté region, largely
considered one of the most beautiful cities in France and designated a “Town of Art and
History,” by the French government. We’ll also have a chance to experience the amazing
wine and cuisine of the Jura, home to the Savagnin grape, Comté cheese and the incredible
chickens of Bresse. We’ll also visit the villages of Baume-les-Messieurs and Château Chalon
(both categorized as Les Plus Beaux Villages de France).
And for our grand finale, we will spend our last day touring the legendary Burgundian city
of Beaune. That evening we’ll dine at the iconic restaurant, Ma Cuisine, where your guide
Ryan Wildstar (along with some special guests) will host a world-class tasting from some of
Burgundy’s finest winemakers, all of whom Ryan has worked with for many years.

Our tour will begin in Riquewihr, a picturesque medieval village in Alsace, where
we will stay in 2 exclusive, self-catering apartments located in a large Renaissance
house (actually a winery built in 1580) on the first belt of the ramparts built in the
year 1291. Accessible by the wide and comfortable staircase re-built to modern
standards, the apartments are luxurious and spacious, offering each guest
extremely comfortable accommodations combined with romantic, old world
charm.
The first apartment is divided into 2 sections of 1200 square feet each spreading
over 2 levels (second + third floor of the house). On the first level of the apartment
(second floor of the house) is a large kitchen, open dining room and a beautiful
living room with a historical painted ceiling and a piano. The master bedroom has
a King size bed, with a private, en-suite bathroom. The second level of the
apartment is accessible by a private staircase and has its own separate living room
as well as 2 lavish bedrooms (each with a Queen size bed) and one shared
bathroom.
The second apartment has a well-appointed dining area and kitchen with windows
facing out onto the gables and roofs of the village, as well as the famous
Schoenenbourg vineyards and the nearby village of Zellenberg. On the other side,
to the west, the window of the master bedroom offers some stunning views on the
famous Thieves’ Tower at the corner of the rampart. The apartment has 2 king
sized bedrooms, each with en-suite bathrooms.

Tuesday: Guests

will be met at the
train station in
Strasbourg and
driven to our
accommodations
in Riquewihr.
We’ll all check
into our beautiful
apartments and
then have a
chance to take a
little siesta. After
a brief rest, we’ll
all meet back up
for a pre-dinner
stroll down main street to explore some of the shops in this idyllic village.
That evening, we will head to the Table du Gourmet, a 1 star Michelin-rated
restaurant housed in a historic 16th century building and run by chef Jean-Luc
Brendel (optional).

Wednesday: We’ll begin

our first day in Alsace
exploring the sights in
Riquewihr, including the
impressive Dolder Tower, a
13th century belfry that
affords a lovely view of the
city. We can also tour the
Thieves’ Tower, also
constructed during the 13th
century, as well as the
adjacent Winemaker’s House. After lunch at one of the many bistros in
Riquewihr (optional), we will head to our first tasting at Domaine Dopff et
Irion, one of Alsace’s most prestigious winemakers, whose families have been
making wine in the region since 1549.
There, we’ll have a chance to taste
through their incredibly diverse lineup of wines. After our tasting, we’ll
have some time to relax in the village
before heading to take a tour of the
incredible Castle Saint Ulrich, located
just on the outskirts of the nearby
village of Ribeauvillé. Following our
tour of the castle, we’ll make our way
to the celebrated 1-star Michelin-rated
restaurant, JY’s, named
for it’s world-renowned
chef, Jean-Yves
Schillinger. Located
along the canals of the
river Lauch that run
through Colmar, an area
of the city known as
“little Venice,” the
restaurant boasts a
fantastic menu of
culinary creations sure
to challenge even the
most sophisticated
gastronome (optional).

Thursday: We will begin our day

with a short drive to Colmar,
Alsace’s 3rd largest city and selfproclaimed capital of Alsatian
wine. We’ll explore it’s beautifully
preserved old town and then make
our way to the Unterlinden
Museum, one of France’s most
visited museums. In addition to
housing the renowned Isenheim
Altarpiece, the museum also hosts some great works by 20th Century artists
such as Pablo Picasso, Jean Dubuffet, Robert Delaunay, Maria Helena Vieira de
Silva and Claude Monet. From there, we can visit the Eglise Des Dominicains,
home to Martin Schongauer’s Virgin in a Rose Garden. Guests will then have
some free time to explore the city on their own or just relax in a café before our

dinner at one of
France’s most famous
restaurants, the
Auberge de L’Ill
(pictured right), a
3-star Michelin-rated
restaurant created in
the 1950s by a legend
of the culinary world,
the renowned Paul
Haeberlin (optional).

Friday: Our last day in

Riquewihr, we will check out
of our beautiful apartments
and travel a short way to
Gunsbach for a visit to the
Munster Cheese House. There,
we will take a tour of the
facility, watch a demonstration
of their cheese-making process
and then have a tasting of
some of their phenomenal
cheeses. Then we will head to

Eguisheim, another of Les Plus
Beaux Villages de France, and
winner of “The Favorite French
Village,” in 2013. We’ll have a
chance to explore this exquisite
village and take in its picturesque
beauty before having lunch at Au
Vieux Porche, on the winegrowing estate of the restaurant
manager’s family (optional).
Following lunch, we will have a tasting at one of the region’s most respected
winemakers, Maison Leon Beyer, a family-run Domaine since 1867. After our
tasting, we’ll head off to our next adventure in the amazing region of Jura!
We’ll arrive at our
phenomenal Manor in
the small village of
Damparis. After
everyone has had a
chance to settle in to
their rooms and take a
little siesta, your host,
Ryan Wildstar, will
prepare a 4-course
dinner in the Chateau
(included).

This beautiful Manor estate has been renovated into a
charming vacation rental, located on the outskirts of the
village of Damparis on more than 9 hectares of peaceful,
private grounds. The Manor is centrally located in the
Franche-Comté region, providing access to the major cities
of Dole, Beaune and Besançon as well as the nearby
villages of Arbois, Baume-les-Messieurs and
Château-Chalone.
The Manor features 5 bedrooms, all with Queen-sized beds
and private, en-suite bathrooms. The Manor also features a
billiard room, a library/sitting room, a fully-equipped
kitchen, formal dining room and an outdoor pool.

Saturday: We’ll set out in the

afternoon for a visit to one of France’s
most beautiful cities, Besançon. Rich in
history, Besancon was first recorded in
Book 1 of Julius Caesar’s account of
the Gallic wars. The city remained
largely under Germanic rule until the
15th Century, when it was taken over
by the Duchy of Burgundy. Today, the
city boasts the honor of France’s first
“green city,” and has been labeled a

city, including one of France’s most
beautiful historical centers. Later
that evening, we will reconvene
and head to the quaint Le Vin et
L’Assiette. One of Besancon’s gems,
this wine shop and traditional
restaurant is run by wineenthusiast Mr. Leroy and features
vintages from many independent
winemakers of France as well as
traditional French cuisine sourced
from the local markets of the
region (optional).

“Town of Art and History.” With that in
mind, we’ll visit the city’s Museum of
Fine Arts, the oldest public museum in
all of France and, outside of Paris,
considered one the finest in the country.
Following our visit, guests will have
some free time to explore the rest of the

Sunday: We’ll relax in the
Manor and then later that
afternoon we’ll travel to
the enchanting village of
Arbois, where we can
further our education of
the amazing wines of the
region. We’ll meet up with
Stéphane and his wife
Bénédicte, who run and
produce the biodynamic
wines of Domaine André et
Mireille Tissot. After our tasting,
guests will have free time to
explore this charming city and
see some of its many historical
sites. For dinner, we will
reconvene at the spectacular
2-star Michelin-rated restaurant,
Jean-Paul Jeunet in Arbois,
for yet another incredible
culinary experience (optional).

Monday: Today we’ll

explore two more of Les Plus
Beaux Villages de France.
Our first stop will be the
majestic village of Baumeles-Messieurs. First, we will
take a tour of the majestic
Grotte de Baume Les
Messieurs, a succession of
extraordinary Jurassic caves
ranging from 30 to 80
meters in height,
featuring an owl cave, a
bat cave, a ballroom
cave and a lake cave
with Niphargus crabs.
Afterwards, we can take
a tour of the Baume
Abbey, founded in the
late 6th Century and
possessing a long and
colorful history.
Following our tour of
the Abbey, we will
break for lunch and
drive to the majestic
Cascade des Tufs, one of
the most beautiful
waterfalls in all of
Europe. There, weather
permitting, we will have
a picnic lunch, prepared
by your host Ryan
Wildstar, on the lovely
grassy area across from
the waterfall provided
for just such events
(included).

After lunch, we will head
back toward the Manor,
stopping along the way
in the village of ChâteauChalone, yet another of

Les Plus Beaux Villages
de France and the capitol

of the AOC ChâteauChalone, noted for its
exclusive production of
Vin Jaune, the muchcoveted wine of the Jura
region. There, we will
head to the esteemed
Domaine Berthet-Bondet
for a tasting of their renowned wines produced exclusively from the Savagnin
grape. The love for the wines from this region dates back to Roman times,
when Emperor Probus issued a decree in 280 AD that more vines should be
planted in this region because of the exceptional quality of their wine.
Following our tasting we will head back to the Manor for a 4-course dinner
prepared by your host, Ryan Wildstar (included).

Tuesday: For our grand finale, we will

take a trip to the legendary city of
Beaune in Burgundy. There, guests
will have a chance to explore this winecentric city in all its glory before we
have dinner at Ma Cuisine, a veritable
institution in Burgundy. There, Ryan
Wildstar will host a world-class tasting of
wines from some of Burgundy’s most
prestigious winemakers, all of whom Ryan has
worked with for many years. Don’t be
surprised if there are a few guest appearances
from some of
Burgundy’s
luminaries as
well (optional).

Wednesday: We will check out of our amazing

Manor and guests will be driven to the train
station in Dijon. There, we’ll all say our fond
farewells to one another and then head off to our
final destinations.

Wildstar Wine Tours
A Taste of France:
Alsace, Burgundy & Jura

September 30th-October 8th, 2016
Price includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

9 Days/8 Nights stay in Alsace, Jura & Burgundy.
5 Days of Guided Wine Tastings featuring wines from Alsace, Jura & Burgundy.
8 Days of Guided Tours in Riquewihr, Colmar, Eguisheim, Gunsbach, Damparis,
Arbois, Baume-les-Messieurs, Château-Chalone, Besançon and Beaune.
A Culinary Tour of the regional cuisine of Alsace, Jura & Burgundy, including
reservations at some of the best restaurants in France.*
Continental Breakfast each morning during your stay.
One Lunch prepared by your hosts featuring regional fare.
Two 4-Course Dinners prepared by your hosts from local ingredients.
All Transportation during your stay

*Price includes all meals marked “included” in the brochure. Meals marked “optional” are not included in the price listed below.

Double Occupancy: $2900 (per person)
Single Occupancy: $3900 (per person)

(All payments are non-refundable. Price is subject to change based on availability, euro exchange rate and gas prices. Does not
include airfare, train fare, itinerary not included in this brochure, personal expenses, personal travel insurance, personal meals,
admission fees, or any item marked “optional.” Accommodations, restaurants, dates and all visits included in the brochure are
subject to change based on availability.)

50% Deposit Due Now, Balance Due May 1st, 2016
Tour Capacity is 6 Guests,
So Book Now to Secure Your Reservation!!!
***Need help booking your flight, train tickets, or other vacation arrangements?
Our licensed travel agency is happy to help!***

www.WildstarWineTours.com
Email: dargelos24@yahoo.com Phone: 360-594-7195

